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Family of James Brebner and Isobel Gillespie, Durris, KCD      31st August 2011 
 

 
 

Generation One 
 

1. James Brebner #3006, b. c 1730 in Durris?, KCD, SCT, d. MAR 1796 in Durris, KCD, SCT,1 buried in Durris Kirkyard, KCD, SCT,2 
occupation Residenter in Durris. 

 
 Married 03 JUL 1764 in Banchory Ternan, KCD, SCT,3 Isobel Gillespie #3007, b. 1743 in Kincardine O'Neil,  ABD, SCT (daughter of Robert 

Gillespie #21970 and Mary Copland #21971), baptized 23 AUG 1743 in Kincardine O'Neil, ABD, SCT,4 d. FEB 1770 in Durris, KCD, SCT,5 
buried in Durris Kirkyard, KCD, SCT.6  Isobel: 

 * Verify parentage **. 
 
 
    Children: 
 
      i. James Brebner #19240, b. 1765 in Mill of Balladrum, Durris, KCD, SCT,7 baptized APR 1765 in Durris, KCD, SCT,8 d. 03 

NOV 1839 in Aberdeen?, ABD, SCT,9 buried 09 NOV 1839 in St. Nicholas Kirkyard, Aberdeen, ABD,10 occupation 
Merchant in Aberdeen. 

    James erected the grave marker to his parents in Durris churchyard in 1816; (ANESFHS Durris MIs p 16 ref 0208). Did he 
marry Barbara/Jean SHERIFFS? 

    1830-37: Lived Bonaccord Street, 52;  Aberdeen. Will states that executor was James BREBNER, Advocate in Aberdeen, 
this forms the basis for the link to this family. No wife or children mentioned in will. Bequest to servant Rachel 
MATHIESON. (Will dated 24 JUL 1830). 

 
    2. ii. Alexander Bremner #4812 b. 1767. 
 
    3. iii. George Brebner #4322 b. c 1769. 
 
      iv. Jean Brebner #19242, b. FEB 1770? in KCD, SCT.11  * may have been illegitimate, born 1764?? ** 
    Recipient of allowance from brother James' will. No mention of any husband in father's will of 1830. 
 
 

Generation Two 
 

2. Alexander Bremner #4812, b. 1767 in Durris, KCD, SCT, baptized MAR 1767 in Durris, KCD, SCT,3 d. JUN 1800 in Aberdeen?, ABD, 
SCT,12 occupation Shipmaster, Aberdeen. 

 Note that he was only a Sailor at the time of his wedding. Occupation from notes of Society of Advocates of Aberdeen regarding his son James. 
 
 Married 29 DEC 1796 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,13 Isobella Tough #4813, b. c 1764 in Cluny?, ABD (daughter of William Tough 

#23147 and Agnes Ross?* #23148), baptized 09 DEC 1764 in Cluny, ABD, SCT,14 d. JUN 1836 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,15 buried 10 JUN 
1836 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT. 

 
 
    Children: 
 
    4. i. James Brebner #800 b. c 1793/99. 
 
3. George Brebner #4322, b. c 1769 in Durris?, SCT,16 d. 16 FEB 1851 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, buried in St. Nicholas, Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,17 

occupation Messenger*. 
 1841-1845: Family lived at 102 Gallowgate, Beattie's Court, Aberdeen. Mary BREBNER, age 20 was with family in 1841.....relationship?? 
 Are there other children.. spacing between Sheriffs and Ann is 7 years... perhaps a son David?? 
 Link to parents based on birthdate, children’s naming patterns. 
  Worked 35 years in the Aberdeen Shore Due Office acc. to gravestone. 
 
 (1) Married in (not found IGI DEC 2006), Jean (Jane) Scorgie #4323, b. c 1762 in Drumoak, ABD, SCT,18 (daughter of David Scroggie 

#36404 and Jean Ewan #36405), baptized 03 MAR 1762 in Drumoak, ABD, SCT,19 d. 08 AUG 1852 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, buried in St. 
Nicholas, ABD, SCT.20  Jean: aka "SCROGGIE" 1851: Lived at 102 Gallowgate, Beattie's Court with daughter Isabella. 

 
 
    Children: 
 
      i. Isabella Brebner #4324, b. DEC 1793 in Peterculter, ABD, SCT, baptized 25 DEC 1793 in Peterculter, ABD, SCT, d. 18 

SEP 1872 in City Poor House, Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,21 occupation Knitter. 
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    1841: Lived with parents. 
    1851: Lived with widowed mother. 
    1861: Lived alone at Beatty's Court, Gallowgate, Aberdeen 
    1871: Lived at 155 1/2 Gallowgate (spinster). 
 
    5. ii. James Brebner #2970 b. c SEP 1798. 
 
      iii. Sheriffs Brebner #16225, b. c FEB 1802 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, d. 02 MAR 1802 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, buried in 

Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.22 
 
      iv. Sheriffs Brebner #19952, b. c DEC 1802 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 16 JAN 1803 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, 

SCT.23  Verify that there were two Sheriffs BREBNER born a year apart. 
 
    6. v. Ann Shirreffs Brebner #4325 b. APR 1809. 
 
 (2) Married in (not married), Mary Gilbreath #44267, d. before 1871.24 
 
 
    Children: 
 
      vi. Mary Brebner #27396, b. c 1820 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,25 d. 12 SEP 1887 in 99 Port Glasgow Road, Greenock, RFW, 

SCT,26 occupation Cotton Reeler.  . 1851: Lived with widowed mother and  sister Isabella. She was adopted as her mother 
would have been 58 at the time of her birth... although her death certificate confirms George and Jane as her parents. Her 
marriage to Archibald LAMONT gives mother's name as Mary GULBREATH. 

 
    (1) Married 03 JUN 1852 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,27 Robert Insch #27397, occupation Seaman/Sailmaker.  

Robert: (no children found IGI LDSFS MAY 2008). 
    (2) Married 25 FEB 1871 in Greenock, RFW, SCT,28 Archibald Lamont #44264, b. c 1835,29 (son of John Lamont 

#44265 and Ann Campbell #44266). 
 
 

Generation Three 
 

4. James Brebner #800, b. c 1793/99 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,30 baptized 02 JUN 1799 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 d. 23 AUG 1874 
in Mayfield House, Cults, KCD, SCT,31 buried in St. Nicholas Churchyard, Aberdeen, occupation Advocate in practice. 

 1824: 30 Dee St., 1830 (Aberdeen Directory);. 
 1830 : Offices 7 Queen Street, Aberdeen 
 1834-41:  Office at 44 Marischal St, Aberdeen; City Directory ; 
 this was an interesting coincidence inasmuch as  George BREBNER and Elizabeth MCKENZIE ( my Brebner ancestors) lived in the same 

building after 1912... 
 1841: Census lists family at 44 Marischal Street; Agent, Friendly Insurance Company. 
 1851: Lived at 9 Albyn Place, Aberdeen. 
 1858-59:  Office in Advocate's Building; City Directory 
 1845-65: Lived at 20 Albyn Place, Aberdeen. 
 
 (1) Married 27 FEB 1831 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,32 Margaret Pirie #801, b. MAR 1802 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT (daughter of 

George Pirie #18216 and Catherine Mitchell #18217), baptized 25 MAR 1802 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,4 d. 03 NOV 1850 in 
Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,33 buried in Aberdeen St. Nicholas Churchyard, ABD. 

 
 
    Children: 
 
      i. Alexander Crombie Brebner #802, b. 1832 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT, baptized 24 JAN 1832 in Aberdeen St. 

Nicholas, ABD, SCT,34 d. 26 JAN 1873 in Pancras, LND, ENG,35 occupation Law student 1851. 
 
      ii. George Hamilton Gordon Brebner #803, b. 1833 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 01 NOV 1833 in Aberdeen St. 

Nicholas, ABD, SCT,36 d. 1908 in Sydney, NSW, AUS,37 occupation Art student in 1851. 
    1851: Lived with father 
    Immigrated to Australia. 
 
      iii. James (Iain) Brebner #807, b. 1835 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 18 MAR 1835 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, 

SCT,38 occupation Arts student 1851. 
    1851: Noted as "Iain"; lived with father. 
    1861: Was he a Lieutenant, RN ( Lived at 48 Dee St., Aberdeen)? 
 



3 

      iv. Katherine Mitchell Brebner #809, b. 1836 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 02 NOV 1836 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, 
ABD, SCT, d. infancy?. 

    IGI only; not in OPRI; not listed with family in 1841 census, 1851 census... 
    Possibly died in infancy. 
 
      v. Emilia Udny Brebner #804, b. 1838 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 23 FEB 1838 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, 

SCT,39 d. 18 JUN 1904 in Cambusnethan House, Wishaw, LKS, SCT.40 
    1851: Lived at home with widowed father. 
    1881: Visiting with husband at step-mother's home at 6 Albyn Place, Aberdeen. 
 
    Married 09 APR 1861 in St. James Paddington, LND, ENG,41 Graeme Alexander Lockhart #2319, b. 1820 in 

Cambusnethan House, LKS, SCT,42 (son of Robert Lockhart #29088 and (unidentifed) #29089), d. March 1903 in 
Cambusnethan House, Wishaw, LKS, SCT, occupation Army, Lieutenant Colonel.  Graeme: 

    1881: Major General, Ret'd, Full Pay. Staying with Margaret BREBNER nee BLACK in Aberdeen, no children with family. 
    1899: With 78th Highlanders. 
     Became Sir G.A. Lockart-Sinclair, Bart. on succeeding his kinsman  as 10th Bart. of Stevenson (G.E.C.s "Complete 

Baronetage", II p 422). 
 
 
      vi. Charles Napier Gordon Brebner #805, b. 1839 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 31 AUG 1839 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, 

ABD, SCT,43 d. 22 APR 1860 in Kamptee, India,44 occupation Army Lieutenant. 
    1851: Lived with father in Aberdeen. 
    1857: Lieutenant, 4th Madras Light Cavalry. (26 MAY 1857). 
 
      vii. John Augustus Brebner #808, b. 1841 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 25 JUN 1841 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, 

SCT,45 d. 09 SEP 1843 in 44 Marischal Street, Aberdeen, ABD, SCT.46 
     
 
      viii. Arthur William Brebner #806, b. 1844 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 09 NOV 1844 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, 

SCT,47 d. 1911? in Birkenhead?, CHE, ENG, occupation Army. 
 
 (2) Married 28 JAN 1852 in Aberdeen Old Machar*, ABD, SCT,48 Margaret Black #944, b. 18 JAN 1803 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,49 

(daughter of Thomas Black #15992 and Margaret Innes #15993), baptized 12 FEB 1803 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,50 d. 10 AUG 1884 in 
Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,51 buried in St. Nicholas Churchyard, Aberdeen, ABD.  Margaret: 

 1851: Lived with sister Ann at 4 Albyn Place, Aberdeen. 
 1852: Lived at 10 Russell Square, London at time of marriage. Marriage certificate, St. George, Bloomsbury, London. 
 1881: Lived at 6 Albyn Place, Aberdeen. 
 1884: Left estate of 7859 GBP. 
 
5. James Brebner #2970, b. c SEP 1798 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,52 baptized 04 OCT 1798 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 d. 23 SEP 

1852 in (at sea), ABD, SCT,53 occupation Shipmaster. 
 (proof of parentage from gravestone in St. Nicholas Kirkyard, Aberdeen.) (No will/inventory found 1825-55). 
 
 Married 16 FEB 1828 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,54 Christian Peterkin #2969, b. 25 JUL 1805 in Edinburgh, MLN, SCT,55 

(daughter of David Peterkin #13460 and Christian McKenzie #13461), d. 07 MAY 1880 in 19 Mount St., Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,56 buried in 
St. Nicholas Kirkyard, Aberdeen, occupation Grocer and Fruiterer.  Christian: listed as "Independent" in 1841 census; lived on Broad Street at 
Well Court. lived at 19 John Street in 1861 (widowed)  with son David and daughters Christina and Margaret McKenzie mother Christian 
Peterkin lived with family in 1841 lived at 30 Commerce Street, Aberdeen in 1851 (Seaman's wife)?? verify ages?? at 58 Commercial Court, 
Castlehill House,3 in 1871; former dressmaker. 

 
 
    Children: 
 
      i. James Brebner #2971, b. JAN 1830 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 05 JAN 1830 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 

d. 24 JUN 1870 in at sea, buried in St. Nicholas Churchyard, Aberdeen, ABD,57 occupation Shipmaster. 
 
      ii. David Brebner #2974, b. JUL 1831 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 27 JUL 1831 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 

d. 02 MAY 1905 in 603 Holburn St., Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,58 buried in St. Nicholas Churchyard, Aberdeen, ABD,59 
occupation Railway Clerk. 

    1851: Occupation shown as "Advocate's Clerk" . 
    1871: Shipping Clerk (unmarried) 
    1881: Not seen UK census...probably in Port Elizabeth, South Africa 
    1901: Lived at 280 Union Grove in 1901 (unmarried). 
    1905: Lived at 603 Holburn St., Aberdeen at time of death; left estate of 1219 pounds. 
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      iii. William P. Brebner #10642, b. c 1834 in Aberdeen?, ABD, SCT, d. 1840 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, buried in St. Nicholas 
Churchyard, Aberdeen, ABD.59  middle name Peterkin?? 

 
      iv. George Brebner #2973, b. SEP 1841 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 01 OCT 1841 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, 

SCT,3 d. 11 SEP 1848 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT.60  died of scarlet fever, home at 29 Netherkirkgate. 
 
    7. v. Christina (Christian)  Brebner #2975 b. SEP 1844. 
 
      vi. Margaret McKenzie Brebner #2972, b. 05 FEB 1849 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 d. 1931 in Aberdeen 

(Eastern), ABD, SCT,61 occupation Millworker 1881.  1851 census lists Margaret and Christina as James' nieces, NOT 
daughters; 

     see Nellfield  No. 1352...lists Margaret B. as dead in 1855 at 5 with Peterkin family? (verify). 
    1905: Informant at brother David's death, residence 463 King St., Aberdeen. 
 
    Married 1877 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,62 John Milne Simpson #4885, b. c 1845 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT,63 

occupation Comb Maker 1881.  John: 1881: Lived at 3 Peacock's Close, Aberdeen. No children. 
 
6. Ann Shirreffs Brebner #4325, b. APR 1809 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 24 APR 1809 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT, d. 29 MAY 

1891 in 185 Gallowgate, Aberdeen,, ABD, SCT,64 buried 02 JUN 1891 in St. Peter's Cemetery, Aberdeen, ABD, SCT.65  1852: Witness at sister 
Mary's marriage. 

 
 Married 08 NOV 1839 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 Robert Mitchell #11224, b. c 1810 in Parkhill, Dyce, ABD, SCT,66 d. before 

1891 in Aberdeen?, ABD, SCT, occupation Blacksmith, Master.  Robert: 1841: Lived at Beattie's Court, 102 Gallowgate (same building as 
father-in-law George BREBNER and family). 1881: Lived at 7 Beattie's Court; adopted daughters Margaret (b c 1865) and Isabella (b c 1874) in 
Aberdeen lived with family. 

 
 
    Children: 
 
    8. i. Jean Mitchell #35568 b. c 1840-42. 
 
 

Generation Four 
 

7. Christina (Christian)  Brebner #2975, b. SEP 1844 in Aberdeen, ABD, SCT, baptized 29 SEP 1844 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,3 
occupation Grocer and Fruiterer.  Flax Mill Worker at time of wedding. 

 
 Married 17 JUN 1870 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,67 Alexander Fettes #13273, b. 18 MAR 1845 in Laurencekirk, KCD, SCT,49 (son 

of Robert Fettes #13274 and Helen Keith #13275), occupation Mason Journeyman.  Alexander: not seen in 1881 Highlands census. 
 
 
    Children: 
 
      i. Margaret Brebner Fettes #15705, b. 01 JUL 1871 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.49 
 
      ii. David Brebner Fettes #15706, b. 16 MAR 1873 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.49 
 
8. Jean Mitchell #35568, b. c 1840-42 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.68  1862: Lived at 155 1/2 Gallowgate at time of marriage. 1891: 

Informant at mother's death. 
 
 Married 31 DEC 1862 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,69 George Collie #35567, b. c 1839 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,70 (son of 

George Collie #35576 and Margaret (Mary) Morrison #35577), occupation House Painter.  George: 1841: With family. 1862: Lived at 126 
Gallowgate at time of marriage. 1881: Lived with family at 23 Young Street, Aberdeen. Unemployed. 

 
 
    Children: 
 
      i. Robert Mitchell Collie #35572, b. 04 FEB 1863 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.71 
 
      ii. Margaret Morrison Collie #35571, b. 01 OCT 1865 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.71  Is this the same Margaret 

COLLIE that is staying with Robert MITCHELL and Ann BREBNER in Beattie's Court?? 
 
      iii. Ann Shirreffs Collie #35573, b. 24 DEC 1867 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,71 occupation Factory Worker (Flax).  

1881: Lived with family. 
 
      iv. George Morrison Collie #35570, b. 29 JAN 1870 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT.71  1881: Lived with family. 
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      v. Elizabeth Rennie Collie #35569, b. 02 MAY 1872 in Aberdeen St. Nicholas, ABD, SCT,71 d. infancy?.  See second 

Elizabeth aged 2 in 1881 census. 
 
      vi. Mary Collie #35575, b. c 1876 in Aberdeen?, ABD, SCT.70 
 
      vii. Elizabeth Collie #35574, b. c 1878 in Aberdeen?.70 
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